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NYPD detectives are hunting for a sexual 
predator who grabbed and molested two 
young women in lower Manhattan within 
24 hours, police said Saturday.

The lanky suspect, who was caught 
oncamera toting a backpack and carrying 
a paper shopping bag in the crook of his 
arm, attacked his first victim, a 25-year-old 
woman, at about 2:05 a.m. on May 17 at the 
border of SoHo and Greenwich Village, 
cops said.

The man approached his victim at the 
corner of W. Houston and MacDougal Sts. 
holding up his cell phone, which had a map 
on the screen, cops said. He asked his victim 
for directions, then grabbed her breasts and 
waist before running off.

At about 1:50 a.m. the next day, he was 
back on W. Houston St., this time near 
Thompson St., where he grabbed a 26-year-
old woman and forced her to the ground. He 
molested the woman over her clothes before 
running off.

Both women sustained minor injuries, 
cops said. No arrests have been made.

Cops searching the area recovered sur-
veillance footage of the man. At the time the 
footage was taken, he was wearing glasses, a 
black jacket, black jeans and white sneakers.

The public can call NYPD Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577-TIPS with any information. 
All calls will be kept confidential.

Hunt for Manhattan sexual 
predator who struck twice
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A 36-year-old man delivering gro-
ceries was hospitalized after he was  
viciously beaten with a pipe during a road 
rage-fueled attack on a Brooklyn street, cops 
said Saturday.

Cops released images of the sunglass-
es-sporting assault suspect, who pulled the 
pipe from his trunk before attacking his 
victim, video recovered by police shows.

The victim told police that he was deliver-
ing groceries on Lincoln Ave. near Atlantic 
Ave. in Cypress Hills at about 1:45 p.m. 
on June 12 when he pulled over to make a 
dropoff and left his driver’s side door open.

A few moments later, the suspect tried to 
drive past the victim’s car and clipped the 
open door.

The two men immediately began arguing 
over who was at fault, cops said. As the 
dispute continued, the suspect opened his 
hatchback, pulled out his pipe, and lunged 
at the victim, striking him repeatedly in the 
head and body.

As the victim fell to the floor the suspect 
jumped back into his vehicle and sped off.

EMS rushed the victim to Jamaica Hospi-
tal to be treated for minor injuries.

No arrests have been made.
Cops are asking anyone with informa-

tion regarding this incident to reach out to 
NYPD Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. 
All calls will be kept confidential.

Deliveryman is 
beaten in B’klyn 
road rage attack
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NEW DELHI — Fuel control switches for the engines of an Air 
India flight that crashed last month were moved from the “run” 
to the “cutoff” position moments before impact, starving both 
engines of fuel, a preliminary investigation report said Saturday.

The report, issued by India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation 
Bureau, also indicated that both pilots were confused over the 
change to the switch setting, which caused a loss of engine thrust 
shortly after takeoff.

The Air India flight — a Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner — crashed 
June 12 and killed at least 260 people, including 19 on the 
ground, in the northwestern city of Ahmedabad. Only one pas-
senger survived the crash, which is one of India’s worst aviation 
disasters.

The plane was carrying 230 passengers — 169 Indians, 53 
British, seven Portuguese and a Canadian — along with 12 crew 
members.

According to the report, the flight lasted around 30 seconds 
from takeoff to crash. It said that once the aircraft achieved its top 
recorded speed, “the Engine 1 and Engine 2 fuel cutoff switches 
transitioned from RUN to CUTOFF position one after another” 
within a second. The report did not say how the switches could 
have flipped to the cutoff position during the flight.

The movement of the fuel control switches allows and cuts 
fuel flow to the plane’s engines.

The switches were flipped back into the run position, the re-
port said, but the plane could not gain power quickly enough to 
stop its descent after the aircraft had begun to lose altitude.

The report stated: “One of the pilots transmitted ‘MAYDAY 
MAYDAY MAYDAY’.”

Aviation expert and former airline pilot Terry Tozer said the 
engine cutoff switches being switched to off only seconds after 
takeoff was “absolutely bizarre.”

“Unfortunately, the altitude was so low that the engines were 
only beginning to recover and they didn’t have enough time,” 
Tozer told Sky News.

The report also indicated confusion in the cockpit moments 
before the crash.

In the flight’s final moment, one pilot was heard on the cock-
pit voice recorder asking the other why he cut off the fuel. “The 
other pilot responded that he did not do so,” the report said.

India’s civil aviation minister, Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu, 
said the report’s findings were preliminary and one should not 
“jump into any conclusions on this.”

Air India, in a statement, said it is fully cooperating with  
authorities investigating the crash. “Air India is working 
closely with stakeholders, including regulators. We continue 
to fully cooperate with the [Aircraft Accident Investigation 
Bureau] and other authorities as their investigation progress-
es,” it said.

The plane’s black boxes — combined cockpit voice recorders 
and flight data recorders — were recovered in the days following 
the crash and later downloaded in India.

Indian authorities had also ordered deeper checks of Air 
India’s entire Boeing 787 Dreamliner fleet to prevent future inci-
dents. Air India has 33 Dreamliners in its fleet.

Fuel to Air India plane cut 
just before crash: report
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